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The N e l s o n Women's Ce n t r e i s a p r o j e c t of the West Kootenay 
Women's' A s s o c i a t i o n , a n o n - p r o f i t s o c i e t y . The C e n t r e has 
o p e r a t e d i n N e l s o n s i n c e 1972. Our purpose i s t o improve the 
s t a t u s of women i n our community t h r o u g h e d u c a t i o n , s k i l l s 
s h a r i n g and l o b b y i n g on a l o c a l and n a t i o n a l l e v e l . We a r e 
s t a f f e d by v o l u n t e e r s and two c o o r d i n a t o r s . A l l women a r e 
welcome t o use our s e r v i c e s . 
As p a r t of our s e r v i c e s we o f f e r a d r o p - i n t o women who need 
h e l p or i n f o r m a t i o n on s p e c i f i c c o n c e r n s . T h i s p a s t y e a r we 
had c o n t a c t w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000 women. Many of t h e s e 
women e x p r e s s e d s e r i o u s c o n c e r n over the l a c k of adequate and 
a f f o r d a b l e h o u s i n g i n N e l s o n and s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s . 

There are s e v e r a l f a c t o r s t h a t make h o u s i n g a problem f o r 
women s p e c i f i c a l l y . We would l i k e t o o u t l i n e the ones we 
c o n s i d e r c e n t r a l . 

1. I t i s w e l l u n d e r s t o o d t h a t p o v e r t y and i n a d e q u a t e h o u s i n g 
a r e i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d . More th a n 60% of the poor i n Canada 
are women. S i n g l e mothers a r e e s p e c i a l l y a t r i s k ; 85% of a l l 
s i n g l e - p a r e n t f a m i l i e s a r e headed by women, 47% of t h e s e 
f a m i l i e s a r e l i v i n g below the p o v e r t y l i n e . 

2. The chances of b e i n g poor i n c r e a s e i f you are o l d and 
a l o n e . More th a n 60% of s i n g l e , d i v o r c e d or widowed women 
over 65 have a n n u a l incomes of under $9,000. Fewer t h a n h a l f 
of a l l widows can e x p e c t t o get a widow's p e n s i o n from a 
p r i v a t e p e n s i o n p l a n . ( S t a t i s t i c s t a k e n from "Women and 
P o v e r t y " pamphlet, produced by the C a n a d i a n A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l 
on the S t a t u s of Women, F e b r u a r y , 1985. ) 
3. A l t h o u g h women's s h a r e of the Canadian market has 
i n c r e a s e d over the l a s t decades, p r o g r e s s i n terms of t h e 
q u a l i t y of women's j o b s has been s l o w . Women w i t h f u l l - t i m e 
y e a r - r o u n d p o s i t i o n s earned 65 p e r c e n t as much as men on 
average i n 1988. 

4. I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t one i n t e n women a r e the v i c t i m s of 
v i o l e n c e a t the hands of t h e i r p a r t n e r s . Our communities 
need emergency and second s t a g e h o u s i n g f o r t h e women and 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n l e a v i n g a b u s i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 



In v i e w of t h e s e f i n a n c i a l r e a l i t i e s women w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
need government s u b s i d i s e d low income h o u s i n g . The f e d e r a l 
government's t e r m i n a t i o n of the C o o p e r a t i v e Housing Program 
and the r e d u c t i o n of i t s f i n a n c i a l commitment t o the 
F e d e r a l - P r o v i n c i a l S o c i a l Housing Program i s not a c c e p t a b l e . 
The importance of adequate h o u s i n g can not be over s t r e s s e d . 
R e d u c i n g s u p p o r t i n t h i s a r e a w i l l o n l y i n c r e a s e the 
f i n a n c i a l burden i n o t h e r a r e a s . 

We would suggest the f o l l o w i n g as ways of i m p r o v i n g the 
c u r r e n t h o u s i n g c r i s i s : 

1. C u r r e n t programs need t o be more s p e c i f i c t o l o c a l e . 
There a re l e s s o p t i o n s here t h a n i n the lower m a i n l a n d . F o r 
example t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s more of a problem here than i n an 
urban c e n t r e . The a v a i l a b i l i t y of t r a n s p o r t i o n a f f e c t s where 
we can l i v e . C u r r e n t programs are d e s i g n e d g e n e r i c a l l y t o 
work b e t t e r i n urban c e n t r e s . The c o s t s of b u i l d i n g here a r e 
g r e a t e r than i n urban c e n t r e s . 

2. The p r e s e n t p r o p o s a l c a l l s y s t e m needs to be improved. 
P r e s e n t l y not enough time i s a l l o w e d t o do a c r e d i b l e 
s u b m i s s i o n . Groups such as the Women's C e n t r e , who would be 
i n an e x c e l l e n t p o s i t i o n t o c r e a t e p r o p o s a l s a d d r e s s i n g the. 
con c e r n s of women and h o u s i n g do not have even a s m a l l chance 
of s u b m i t t i n g a p r o p o s a l . N o n - p r o f i t groups do not have the 
money to s e c u r e l a n d o p t i o n s f o r undetermined amounts of 
t i m e . Nor do t h e s e groups have t h e money t o pay f o r the 
s e r v i c e s of r e a l e s t a t e a g e n t s and a r c h i t e c t s . By d e s i g n t h e 
p r e s e n t system m i t i g a t e s a g a i n s t v o l u n t e e r run o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
and m i t i g a t e s f o r d e v e l o p e r s . 

3. CMHC and t h e p r o v i n c i a l government needs t o d e v e l o p 
programs such as mortgage i n s u r a n c e , t a x i n c e n t i v e s and l a n d 
banks which would enhance the a b i l i t y of n o n - p r o f i t groups t o 
purchase l a n d . 

4. There needs t o be more f l e x i b i l i t y i n the N a t i o n a l 
Occupancy G u i d e l i n e s so t h a t b e t t e r use can be made of 
e x i s t i n g u n i t s . For example: the d e f i n i t i o n of f a m i l y be 
expanded t o i n c l u d e two p e o p l e who l i v e t o g e t h e r but who may 
not chose t o share t h e same bedroom. 

5. Programs need t o i n c l u d e the a b i l i t y t o purch a s e e x i s t i n g 
h o u s i n g t h a t would r e q u i r e r e n o v a t i o n s . 

6. Housing d e s i g n s s h o u l d i n c o r p o r a t e d e s i g n f e a t u r e s t h a t 
would i n c r e a s e the s a f e t y of women. F o r example: p a r k i n g 
s i t u a t e d i n an a c c e s s i b l e and w e l l l i t l o c a l e , e n t r a nceways 
and pathways t h a t a r e w e l l l i t and v i s i b l e . 


